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Eucalypts suffer a geat variety of pests. This leaf of Red Bon itaryptus avarice has been half 
_ chewed, mined and heavily infested with (bright red) galls. It would be interesting to know if 
Phobevetiesie, leaves in this condition are acne Pee anet SD to the plant. 
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 
The Legacy of St Francis 


About the time you are reading this column 
I will be in Italy in a small city best known 
as the home town of St Francis of Assisi. I 
may be viewing the 13th century St 
Francis’ Basilica or listening to the 
"Canticle of Creatures", his devotional 
poetry singing of love for all God's 
creatures. For his reverence to all life, St 
Francis' is known as the Patron Saint of 
Animals. That all God's creatures are of 
value is an idea easily appreciated by 
Naturalists, but it is not understood by all 
persons in business, economics and 
politics. 


Over the centuries living organisms and 
their environment have been referred to by 
many different code words or phrases. For 
example, chain of being, web of life, 
nature, ecosystem,  biocenoses, 
environment, and most recently biological 
diversity or biodiversity, all mean much the 
same thing. 


In 1992, in Brazil, a Convention of 
Biological Diversity outlined a Global 
Biodiversity Strategy that was signed by 
150 countries, including Australia. It has 3 
objectives; (1) conservation of biological 
diversity, (2) sustainable utilisation of 
biological diversity, and (3) equitable 
sharing of the benefits that result from the 
utilisation. The second and third objectives 
focus on socio- economic considerations 
because the loss of biological diversity is 
usually the result of a failure of society to 
value the environment and its resources. 
Australia, typical of most countries, can 
destroy its forests, soils and water, etc, 
without affecting the annual National 
Accounts. It should be obvious that to 


value properly our biological diversity is 
most important. 


We can categorise the benefits of 
biodiversity under headings such as Direct 
Use, Indirect Uses, Passive Use, etc. 
Some of these categories are readily 
quantified economically, such as forest 
products produced per hectare. A totally 
different approach is adopted to place a 
social value on a forest, or a wild river, or a 
mallee fowl, that will be meaningful to 
future generations. If we are not to rob 
from the future we must forego 
unsustainable development options and 
avoid perverse subsidies. We must pay for 
the immediate costs of pollution and 
environmental damage so that future 
generations will have an inhabitable earth. 
If payment and penalties for environmental 
misuse are high enough to reflect the real 
costs of the loss of biological diversity then 
polluting practices will stop and 
environmental rape will cease. 


Society can be divided into two groups: 
those that say we cannot afford to conserve 
biodiversity, and those that say we cannot 
afford not to conserve biodiversity. 
Preliminary studies that have attempted to 
place a value on sustainable development 
have found a benefit:cost ratio of about 
20:1. Clearly, with so much to gain, we 
cannot afford to continue to manage the 
environment as if it had zero value. 


During the next year we will be studying 
the values of the Box and Ironbark Forests 
in Victoria. We must write submissions 
with the hope of influencing politicians, 
economists and the public that the 
objectives of the Global Biodiversity 
Strategy be adhered to. 


Bill Holsworth 


More Last Thoughts on the Drought 
of °94 


Author: Tom Burton 


I have claimed many times in this 
publication that I shall have nothing more to 
say about the drought, but I was wrong. 
The impact of the drought continues, and 
not always in ways that might have been 
predicted. 


1995 was a recovery year for the shrubs, 
with very little flowering but a lot of 
growth. The wattles flowered particularly 
poorly. The herb layer, on the other hand, 
responded to the rains, and the lilies and 
orchids flowered very well. 


This year looks like being a vintage year for 
the shrubs. Already the Sweet Bursaria has 
finished a magnificent display, the 
Spreading Wattles are more brilliant than I 
have ever seen them, the Chinese Scrub is 
flowering profusely, and all of the Golden 
Wattles I walk past are covered in buds. I 
think that a great year for flowering shrubs 
was predictable, as the shrubs used 1995 as 
a recovery period. 


Less predictable was the impact of the 
drought upon the eucalypts. Among the 
first casualties of the drought were the 
insect pests that give our eucalypts such 
hard times. The Basket Lerps disappeared 
very quickly, and by December 1995 the 
River Red Gums that Sabine Wilkens and I 
monitor at Sutton Grange were in the best 
condition we have ever seen them. Of 
course, all the lovely fresh growth that 
went onto the Red Gums has been a 
bonanza for the surviving Basket Lerp 
psyllids, and I notice that they are now 


undergoing a population explosion in 
Mandurang. 


According to a local bee keeper, whose 
family’s records extend back to last 
century, this looks like the best year of 
flowering of Red Ironbark since at least 
1958. On hearing this I started looking 
closely at the Red Ironbarks at Strath Park, 
and sure enough, any tree that is not 
actually flowering a treat is covered in 
buds. The bee keeper attributes this 
extraordinary year to the disappearance of a 
bud weevil, probably caused by the 
drought. Red Ironbark is a plant which 
seems to flower profusely in alternate 
years, and this should be a good year for 
that reason, but the bee keeper’s hypothesis 
to explain an extra-good year is interesting. 
Has anyone any data to confirm or refute 
the idea that the successful flowering of 
Red Ironbarks in 1996 is an indirect result 
of the drought of 942 Whether or not this 
is the case, the ironbarks are flowering 
well, and let’s hope it is also a good year 
for the animals that depend upon eucalypt 
flowers. 


Victorian Peregrine Falcon Project 


A talk about Peregrine Falcons has been 
arranged for the 10th of May at 7:30pm. 
The speaker is Victor Hurley, a member of 
the Victorian Peregrine Falcon Project. 

All members are cordially invited. 

Please bring a plate for supper. 

A non-compulsory donation of $ 2.00 for 
adults will be donated to the Project. 


Ring Garry Cheers for details: 054 612970 


Bat Trapping Report 


Author: Bill Holsworth 


On 27 March 1996 at Lake Weeroona, 
Bendigo, the Mammal Survey Group 
trapped bats at old wooden picnic pavilion, 
7-9:00pm. About 30 Club members, 
visitors and children came to see the bats. 


Gould's Wattled Bat (Chalinolubus gouldii) 
have been trapped almost every year for the 
past 7 years using mist nets that partly or 
completely enclose the pavilion. 


Before dark bats could be seen in the space 
between the ridge board and the roof 
supports at the south end of the pavilion. 
The first bat was caught at shortly after 
sunset and more bats emerged one at a time 
for the next 45 minutes. The nets were 
taken down at about 9 pm after trapping 
only 12 bats. Three bats were observed to 
escape the nets. Last year we caught 56 
bats. 


All bats captured were weighed, measured 
and new bats were tagged. 

Eleven of the 12 bats caught were females, 
and all but 2 had been tagged in previous 
years. We can assume all males caught at 
this time of year are juveniles. The small 
number of untagged bats suggest that 
almost all the juveniles leave the maternal 
colony about the end of March. 


Drought conditions last summer may have 
reduced the population of breeding females, 
or the adult females have dispersed along 
with their young. Records are held by W. 
N. Holsworth and reported to the Bat 
Banding Scheme, Australia National Parks 
and Wildlife Service, Canberra. 


Grampians Tours 


A notice has been received about ecological 
tours of the Grampians area. These tours 
will be operated by Garry Cheers, an 
environmental consultant from 
Maryborough, and they are intended to 
have begun on the weekend of 4th and 5th 
of May. 

The excursions planned for late autumn and 
winter will mainly focus on fungi, ferns 
and other flowerless plants, however other 
flora as well as birds and mammals of the 
area will not be overlooked. If a group 
prefers sigthseeing and gentle walks with 
some flora and fauna then this can also be 
arranged. 

Interested persons may like to arrange a 
small party with a minimum of three and a 
maximum of five people. 


Dates of future excursions are 18th/19th 
19th of May, 8th/9th and 15th/16th of 
June, however these can be altered to suit. 
Outings are also planned for July with dates 
to suit participants. Other excursions are 
planned for spring and summer. 


Further details can be obtained by writing 


to the address below or ringing Garry on 
054 612970. 


Garry Cheers 

“Carawah’ 

RMB 3090 
Maryborough, Vic. 3465 


Tourism in our Area 
Author: Tom Patullo 


To encourage tourism in our area we 
should consider reintroducing several of 
our best locally occurring wildflowers 
which are fast disappearing from our area. 

I refer, of course, to our city’s floral 
emblem, the Bendigo Wax Flower, 
Eriostemon verrucosus, single form and 
also the naturally occurring double form 
which has entirely disappeared from our 
area of bushland, although still existing in 
several gardens as a cultivated garden plant. 
This plant disappeared from its natural 
environment because of illicit digging by 
people who desired to have this bushland 
gem growing in their garden, not realising 
that the plant would not tolerate such 
disturbance. It has since been successfully 
propagated by cuttings and it is obtainable 
from various native nurseries. It remains a 
delicate plants to grow and is more likely to 
succeed if planted into soil similar to its 
natural habitat. I speak from experience. I 
once obtained two plants from a nursery 
and planted one into a well-nourished 
garden bed. It lived for two years, put on a 
beautiful floral display, and died. The 
other I planted into natural bushland into 
entirely unprepared soil. It is still alive and 
flowering each year, although not a very 
robust bush. It has lived for over twenty 
years. 

The single variety however is much more 
docile and easy to transplant and grow. 
For more detailed reading see Whirrakee 
article “Our Waxie, is it an endangered 
species?” in Vol.4, No.7, pp.10-12. The 
other wildflower which I refer to is 
Tetratheca ciliata or Black-eyed Susan (or 
Pink Bells) which is becoming rare in our 
area. 

Some years ago Peter Ellis put forward a 
scheme to plant Bendigo wildflowers on 
the hill on which the Lookout stands in the 
upper reserve (above Rosalind Park). This 
is an area which is, as far as I know, virgin 


land, and it should be an ideal position to 
grow natural wildflowers. 

Now seems to be an ideal time to bring this 
scheme to the notice of the Greater Bendigo 
Council, for not only has improvement in 
this area been funded but work is actually 
being carried out on the area. 

Although the floral emblem of Bendigo is 
the Bendigo Waxie we have very few 
places to take visitors to our area to show it 
off. What a wonderful chance this is to 
develop a spot, right in the centre of 
Bendigo by planting a good range of our 
diverse wealth of native plants, dominated, 
of course, by our Bendigo Waxie, both 
single and double varieties. 

This is an opportunity to establish right in 
the middle of Bendigo, safe as it is from the 
ravages of browsing, hungry Wallabies, to 
add another dimension to our already 
attractive Rosalind Park - an area which 
once established, would grow on without 
care or attention and has the potential to be 
a miniature ‘Perth’s Kings Park’. 
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Magenta Storksbill 
_ Pelargonium rodneyanum 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the Club receives a number of 
newsletters and magazines: some _ by 
subscription and some in exchange for 
Whirrakee. These are available from the 
Club librarian at our meetings. 


NATURE AUSTRALIA 
Autumn 1996 


“Wallabies on the Rocks?’ by Andy Sharp 
reports on the unique qualities which allow 
rock-wallabies to cope with the dangers of 
their rocky habitats. Since being protected 
many species have increased in number but 
a new range of threats has appeared. 


“When An Insect is More Like a Plant’ by 
Lesley Hughes outlines the remarkable 
methods of camouflage stick-insects have 
developed to avoid their enemies. Not only 
do they look like plants but in some ways 
behave like them as well. 


‘Is Anybody Out There’ by Geoff 
McNamara: for five months in 1995 the 
giant radio telescope at Parkes searched the 
southern sky for extraterrestrial intelligence. 
What was the result? 


‘Coral Reef Crunchers’ by David Bellwood 
describes the role played by the parrotfishes, 
both "scrapers" and "excavators", in keeping 
the Great Barrier Reef corals healthy. 


“Why are Queensland’s Frogs Croaking?’ 
discusses the "dramatic crash" of particular 
frog populations over a short period of time. 
Scientists in Queensland have compiled a 
detailed record of frog numbers which has 
provided vital clues to this mystery. 
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THE BIRD OBSERVER(BOCA) 
No. 760 February 1996 


- Winter Visitors by Pauline Bartels: 
observations of flame robins at a Mildura 
vineyard. 


- Birding in Antarctica by Rosemary 
Balmford: bird species and other fauna seen 
during a three week sea trip. 


- On a patch of fallen feathers by Ken 
Simpson: the three main reasons penguin 
species come ashore. 


- Graft can be Beneficial by Rodger Elliot: 
special native plants grown more easily by 
grafting. 


THE BIRD OBSERVER(BOCA) 
No. 761 March 1996 


- Wetlands: what are they, and why 
conserve them? 


- The Ramsar Convention: the Convention 
on Wetlands of International Importance: 
-how the Convention operates 
-wetland criteria 
-how Ramsar works in Australia 


- Birding in Hong Kong by Barry & Joanna 
Morgan: unexpected rewards. 


- Nest Construction of the Magpie-lark by 
Frank T. Morris: observations over 8 days. 


- BOCA: Future Directions: reports on the 
membership survey June/July 1995, and the 
subsequent decisions made by the BOCA 
council. 


KERR ERE 


Also received recently: 


*Castlemaine Naturalist (CFNC) 

February & March 1996 
*Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat News 

February & March 1996 
*The GFNC Monthly News 

February & March 1996 
*Sun-Nat (Sunraysia FNC) 

January/February 1996 

*Maryborough Field Naturalists’ Club 


Newsletter Vol. 44 No. 2 
*Field Nats News No. 40 (FNCV) 
February 1996 


*Environment Victoria News 
January/February 1996 


A Progress Report on the proposed 
expansion of the Perseverance 
Corporation’s Fosterville Goldmine 


Author: Shelley Cohn 


The Environmental Effects Statement (EES) 
for the expansion of the gold mine at 
Fosterville is almost complete. A clearer 
picture of the proposed developments at the 
mine is finally emerging after four Steering 
Committee meetings over four months, 
each of which has lasted at least 5 hours 
and sometimes 7 hours. 


Perseverance has operated the gold mine at 
Fosterville since 1992, extracting gold by 
crushing the oxide ore, piling it in 15 metre 
heaps, spraying cyanide solution over it 
and waiting for the invisible gold specks to 
drain from the pile to a collection pond. 


Using this method it has won 
approximately 76 600 ounces of gold, 
provided about 60 jobs, created several 
open pits averaging 65 metres deep, 80 
metres wide and 500 metres iong, and 
' generated about 2 million tons of waste 
rock for each year of operation which has 
resulted in large waste rock dumps 
scattered around the site. 


The expected life of the current operation is 
a further two years. Permission to mine in 
this way was granted in 1989 after a similar 
EES process to the current one was 
undertaken and Local Government 
Planning Amendments were developed for 
the area. 


The EES under preparation looks at the 
potential impact of the changes to the 
existing operation and proposes means by 
which any negative impacts will be 
minimised. 


There is no Government policy requiring 
any backfilling of open cut pits. 
Perseverance will only backfill if it is 
economically and logistically feasible. 


The Proposed Expanded Operation 
The proposed expanded operation which is 


the subject of this EES is hoped to produce 
475 000 ounces of gold, provide about 40 


additional jobs over 5 years, expand three 
of the current pits to an approximate depth 
of 130 metres, 500 metres wide and 800 
metres long, generate 5 million tonnes of 
additional waste rock each year and create 
two large tailings dams on what is now part 
of Wellsford Forest. 


The actual extent of the open cut mining 
required and the amount of waste rock 
generated will be governed by the location 
of the ore body. At present it is estimated 
the operation will create approximately 100 
hectares of holes in the ground. A 64 
heactares waste rock dump is to be located 
on the current site and will be rehabilitated 
as grazing land. It will be highly visible as 
a grassed 40 metres high hill, 1.6 
kilometres long and 500 metres wide, four- 
fifths the height of Mt Sugarloaf range 
which will be in the background. 


The proposed operation will need to extract 
gold by a different method which requires 
two large tailings dams, one of which will 
be a cyanide tailings dam. Perseverance 


_ wants an extension to its mining lease to 


include 100 hectares of the Wellsford 
Forest in which to put these dams. The 
current forested areas will be destroyed. 
The company has offered a land swap for 
this area adjacent to the Whipstick State 
Park and to rehabilitate the dams when the 
mine has been exhausted. 


Once the three pits are at a depth of 130 
metres it then intends to develop an 
underground mine. 


Company Objectives for the EES 


Perseverance has two main objectives to be 
achieved at the end of the EES process. 
Firstly, it wants to satisfactorily document 
the proposed expanded operation so that it 


_ answers as many of the public’s and 


government’s questions about the proposal 
as possible so that an informed decision can 
be made about whether the mine should go 
ahead or not. 


The document does not yet answer all the 
Steering Committee’s questions but is 
being further developed at each meeting 
with suggestions for fine tuning the 
consultants’ report being offered by the. 
EES Steering Committee. 


When the EES is finished it will be put on 
public exhibition for community comment. 
It will be subject to a Panel Hearing and 
then the Minister responsible for Planning 
will decide on the approval of the EES. Ifa 
positive decision is made, the operation will 
be bound by the EES. 


Secondly, Perseverance wants to expedite 
the approval process. At present it has to 
work within a 1700 hectare Mining Policy 
Area developed under previous mining and 
planning legislation. Each open cut, waste 
dump and heap leach pad within this overall 
area has its own planning controls. 
Whenever a change in operation occurs it 
must apply for a Planning Permit through 
the City of Greater Bendigo or an EES 
through the Department of Planning and 
Development. 


Perseverance wants this EES to enable it to 
operate within the 1700 hectare Mining 
Policy Area ‘as of right’ as allowed by the 
current Minerals Resources Act, free of 
separate local governemnt planning 
requirements. 


Perseverance will set up an Environmental 
Review Committee (ERC) which will have 
the power to advise the Minister for Mining 
on any proposed changes to operations. 
But the Minister will be responsible for 
granting permission for the changes. 
Present Government Policy is to encourage 
gold mining in Victoria. 


Concerns of some of the Steering 
Committee Members 


The following is just one area where some 
of the members of the EES Steering 
Committee feel concern. On the one hand 
the comapny is outlining the specific 
proposals for its new project through the 
EES but on the other hand it wants the EES 
and new Mining Licence to enable it to 
operate generally within the Mining 
Policy Area under the current legislation, 
with the Environmental Review Committee 
advising the Minister on any changes to the 
specific proposals outlined in the EES. 


This puts a huge responsibility on the ERC 
to ensure it gives the Minister timely and 
comprehensive advice. The ERC will have 
members from all the relevant government 
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bodies and some community 
representation. It will be able to ask for 
further consultants’ studies on proposed 
changes to operations and it will be 
responsible for ensuring the community 
knows what is happening through its 
membership. But the ERC is only an 
advisory body. 


The new Mining Licence will allow the 
company to expand and change its 
operations if more gold bearing ore is 
found away from the current specific 
proposals and, if future technology 
improves, to develop a more economically 
efficient gold extracting process. The 
conditions contained in the new Mining 
Licence will be very important and must be 
comprehensive as, amongst other 
provisions, it will replace the current 
planning controls. 


Theoretically, instead of 100 hectares of 
130 metre deep pits, the site could end up 
with 1700 hectares of such pits, without the 
need for a formal EES or planning permit. 


The community as a whole will have the 
opportunity to comment on the decision 
making structure being set up in the EES. 
Once it has been completed and put on 
exhibition. It is important that an informal 
debate occurs. Once the Minister makes a 
decision it cannot be changed without great 
difficulty. If the Minister allows the 
expanded mine to go ahead the community 
will have to live with it and its 
consequecnes. 


Planning is only one of the areas of concern 
that has been highlighted by the EES 
process being undertaken at present. 


Shelley Cohn is the convenor of the 
Bendigo District and Environment Council 
and a Community Representative on the 
Environmental Effects Statement Steering 
Committe 


Birds and Tree Hollows Project 
Author: RAOU 


Introduction 

The RAOU has begun a project to survey 
tree hollows and bird use of hollows. This 
project is based in the Box-Ironbark forests 
on private land in northern Victoria. The 
help of volunteer observers and 
sympathetic landowners is urgently sought. 


The main aims of the project are to: 


1.) Identify Box-Ironbark woodlands on 
private land that have a high incidence of 
tree hollows and hollow-using birds 

2.) determine which tree and hollow 
characteristics are favoured by birds for 
roosting and nesting. 


Actions of the project are: 


1.) To survey tree and hollows in Box- 
Ironbark forest on private land in northern 
Victoria 

2.) To record the distribution and 
abundance of bird species that use tree 
hollows in Box-Ironbark forest on private 
land in northern Vicotria. 


The plight of Box-Ironbark forests 


The Box and Ironbark forests of northern 
Victoria have declined greatly over the past 
150 years due to land clearing, gold 
mining, timber utilisation and the effects of 
grazing. Today, less than 15% of the 
original Box-Ironbark cover remains. This 
remnant cover is a distinct habitat type 
which is fragmented and altered vastly in 
structure. The population of many bird and 
mammal species have been affected through 
a reduction in range, degradation of habitat 
and changes in food sources. Changes in 
the number and type of tree hollows 
available has particularly affected the many 


bird species that use hollows for nesting or 
roosting in the area. 


On public land the forests have been 
managed mainly for timber production.. 
This has resulted in: 

- most mature trees being ring-barked or 
cut-down (from the 1930’s to at least the 
1960’s) 

- growth of straight or “pole” trees which 
are desirable for timber production 

- younger trees which are generally 
harvested before they have had a chance to 
develop a large number of hollows 

- coppiced trees that grow faster than those 
grown from seed and thus for a given 
size, will have had less time to form 
hollows 


Consequently, there is a reduction in the 
number and variety of tree hollows 
available to wildlife on public land 
presently and potentially in the future. 


On private land only a small percentage of 
the original Box- Ironbark forest remains. 
These remnants differ from those on public 
land as they generally are small patches, 
they contain proportionally more large trees 
(due to a lower emphasis on management 
for forestry). Privately-owned forest 
patches are more vulnerable to effects such 
as insect attack, fire and wind damage due 
to their small size and relatively great edge 
area. Greater grazing pressure on private 
land also inhibits regeneration of trees that 
will form hollows in the future. 


The future of hollow nesting birds in Box- 
Ironbark forests is bleak. While nest boxes 


-and artificial hollows have been erected in 
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several areas, natural hollows are superior 
because of greater shelter and longevity. 


1% 
Previous studies on hollows in 
Box-Ironbark forests 


The Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources (DCNR) has recognised 
the value of tree hollows for wildlife and 
has undertaken some studies covering this 
issue. The major studies are part of the 
Box-Ironbark Ecological Assessment 
conducted within the Bendigo Forest 
Management Area (DCNR 1995), work on 
hollows and wildlife in remnants on public 
and private land (Bennett et al.1994) and an 
investigation of hollow characteristics 
(Soderquist & Lee 1994). In terms of area 
covered, most of this work has been on 
public land. 


RAOU’s Birds and Tree Hollows Project 
will fill some of the gaps in our knowledge 
of hollows in Box-Ironbark forest in two 
ways: 


1.) undertaking major tree, hollow and 
bird surveys on private land 
2.) Collecting data on bird use of hollows. 


The study. area 


The study area is between Stawell and 
Wodonga and covers private land 
containing Box-Ironbark forest remnants. 
This includes areas around major public 
reserves such as Deep Lead Flora and 
Fauna Reserve, Rushworth State Forest, 
Warby Range State Park and Chiltern Park. 


Methods 


Sixty sample sites of 1 hectare area will be 
chosen throughout the study area. At each 
site, the following information will be 
collected: 

1.) characteristics of every tree including 
species, size, age, health and hollow 
features 

2.) presence of all birds occurring during 
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the non-breeding seasons (Feb.-July and 
Aug.-Dec. respectively) 

3.) use of hollows by birds during the 
non-breeding and breeding seasons. 


Use of data 


Tree and hollow data that is collected can be 
compared with data from DCNR studies 
covering public land and some private land. 
Valuable data on the characteristics of 
hollows required by birds for breeding and 
roosting will be yielded from the non- 
breeding and breeding season surveys. 
Relevant information will be added to 
RAOU’s Nest Record Scheme. 


What you can do 


If you can volunteer your time to survey 
one or more 1 ha block of forest, survey a 
site on your property or allow someone to 
survey a site on your land, please contact 
George Appleby at the RAOU National 
Office (415 Riversdale Road, East 
Hawthorn 3123, telephone 03 9882 2622, 
fax 03 9882 2677). 
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FNCV Mistletoe Forum 1996 


The Field Naturalists’ Club of Victoria is 
pleased to announce a three-day forum in 
1996 to study botanical, entomological, 
avifaunal, agricultural and cultural aspects 
of the fascinating plants known as mistletoe 
(Families Loranthaceae and Viscaceae). 
There will be a single day Workshop in 
May, followed by a weekend in August- 
September 1996. 


We hope this series of workshops will 
become an annual event. 

This Mistletoe Forum is dedicated to the 
memory of the late Dr Jim Willis. 


Presentation of Papers 

It is the intention of the FNCV Council to 
publish papers based on the lectures in a 
special edition of the Club’s prestigous 
journal, The Victorian Naturalist. 
Expression of interest are also sought from 
persons who may wish to present a paper 
for simultaneous or later publication. 
Finalised manuscripts of all papers intended 
for publication in the special issue are to be 
in the hands of the FNCV Mistletoe Forum 
Committee by 25 August 1996. Please 
post to Dr Malcolm Calder, “Blackwood 
Hill”, 375 Pinnacle Lane, Steel’s Creek, 
Vic. 3775, or fax to (059) 652 257. 


Mistletoe Forum 1 - the Hands-on 
Workshop 


Saturday 18 May 1996 from 10 a.m. until 
4.30 p.m. 

To be held at “FNCV House’, 

1 Gardenia St. Blackburn, Vic. 3130. 


A light lunch will be provided. 


A group of leaders will provide brief 
introductions, then activities and 
demonstrations of many aspects of the 
mistletoe and its parasite-to-host lifestyle, 
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its invertebrate and vertebrate dependents 
and its casual visitors. Leaders will incude 
Malcolm Calder (botany), Ross Field 
(entomology), Cecily Falkingham and John 
Reid (general natural history) and Ken 
Simpson (ornithology). 

A workshop manual is in preparation and 
will be available at the workshop. 


There are only 30 places available and 
places will be allocated in order of payment 
received. Bookings for the workshop close 
on Thusday 9 May 1996. When booking 
for the workshop one or two of the other 
sessions canbe booked as well. 


Mistletoe Forum 2 - the Lectures 


Presentation of and 


Discussion 


Papers 


Saturday 31 August 1996 from 10 a.m. 
until 4.30 p.m.. 

To be held at ‘FNCV House’, 1 Gardenia 
St., Blackburn, Vic. 3130. 


A number of invited speakers will present 
short summaries of scientific papers 
concerning aspects of the mistletoe. An 
ample opportunity for questions and 
discussion will be provided. Many of the 
lectures will be illustrated. A craft and 
historical cultural demonstration allied to 
the mistletoe will be offered if possible. 


Bookings for the lecture and excursion 
open Friday 5 July and close Thursday 22 
August 1996. Numbers for these sessions 
are not restricted. 


Mistletoe Forum 3 - the Excursion 


Sunday 1 September 1996 
Coach leaves ‘FNCV House’ at 9.30 a.m. 
and returns to Blackburn at 6.00 p.m. 


There will be a pick-up between 10.00 a.m. 
and 10.10 a.m. at Flinders Street, 
Melbourne and a drop-off at the same point 
at 5.30 p.m. A light lunch will be provided 
during the excursion. 


The excursion will be to forest and 
farmland to the north-west of Melbourne, 
in areas of the Brisbane Ranges and 
towards Castlemaine. We expect to see a 
number of winter-flowering species of 
mistletoe, and gain an appreciation of the 
extent of mistletoe infestation of trees on 
agricultural and forest land. Specialist 
mistletoe study will be supplemented by 
general natural history observations in the 
areas visited. 


Participants should wear suitable clothing 
which includes a hat and walking shoes. 
Useful equipment may include hand lens, 
binoculars, camera and notebooks. 


Fees 

Full Fee $ 100 for all three days. 

FNCV members & concession holders $65 
for three days. 

or 

Day One $30. FNCV memb./conc. $20 
Day Two $30. FNCV memb./conc. $15 


Day Three $40. FNCV memb./conc. $30 
Bookings 


Please address all bookings and 
expressions of interest to ‘FNCV Mistletoe 
Forum’. 

Locked Bag 3, Post Office, Blackburn Vic. 
3130. 

Further enquiries phone FNCV office: 

03 9877 9860. 


Preliminary Notice 


WFNCA Campout, hosted by the 
Casterton Field Naturalists Club, 
October 1996. 


Field and Game Reserve on 
the Glenelg River, Myaring 
Bridge, Wilkin. 
(approximately 25km south- 
west of Casterton). 


Venue: 


Dates: Friday 18th October pm - 


Sunday 20th October 2pm. 
Catering: | Provide own meals except 
for Saturday evening meal 
(3 course meal supplied at 
‘The Bluff’) and Sunday 
lunch (barbecue). 


Excursions: Include fossil hunting, 
orchid/wild flower ramble, 
bird watching, cockatoo 


search. 
Cost: $ 30.00 
Accommodation: 


- ‘Primitive’ camping on-site (no showers, 
basic toilets, no power etc). 

- District holiday cottage 

- Local motels/hotels 


Further details of location, accommodation 
and program will be posted out during 
July. Early expressions of interest are 
encouraged. Direct any enquries to 

Ian McCallum (President) 055 812052 
Ros Hill, 055 847228 or 052 433450. 


Diary | 


The General, Bird Observers Group and 
Mammal Survey Group meetings are held 
at the Golden Square Senior Citizens 
Building, Old High Street, Golden Square, 
unless otherwise indicated. 


General Meeting 


May 8, 7:30pm 
Ian Fenselau will talk about honey bees and 
conservation, 


June 5, 7:30pm 

An extraordinary meeting will be held to 
celebrate World Environment Day. 
Speaker: Alan Reid (Gould League 
Victoria). The topic will be birds. 

This will be a public meeting. 

Details need to be confirmed; please check 
this column in the next Whirrakee. 


June 12, 7:30pm 

Speaker to be determined. 

July 10, 7:30pm 

Graeme Pizzey will talk about.......... 


birds! 
(to be SSE) 


August 14, 7: 30pm 


_ Greg Binns will talk « about birds from 


overseas : 


September 11, 7:30pm. President’s 
Address 


October 9, 7: 30pm 


David Milsom will talk about greening 
orrido 


Australia and green c rs. 


atinsiny Night 

The first of these ‘nitorarel evenings was 
held on March 6. 

Other dates are April 3, May 1 and June 5. 


Excursions 

The assembly point for excursions is 
outside the Golden Square Senior Citizens 
Building, Old High Street, Golden Square, 
unless otherwise specified. Full-day 
excursions normally commence at 10am. 
Please check details (or any changes) in the 
Whirrakee for the month of the excursion. 


Sunday, May 12 
This half-day excursion will be related to 
the talk on May 8. Details to be arranged. 


Bird Observers Group 


May 3, 7:30pm 

Speaker: Cynthia and Rob Watkins 
presented more bird highlights of their 
recent overseas trip 

Bird of the igi EWeSEnt Warbler 


June 7, 7:30pm . 
Speaker: Graham and Margaret Batey will 
talk about the birds of King Island 

Bird of the Night: Mistletoe Bird 


July 5, 7:30pm 
Bird of the Night: Grey-crowned Babbler 


August 2, 7:30pm 
Bird of the Night: Hooded Robin 


September 6, 7:30pm 
Bird of the Night: Southern Whiteface 


October 4, 7:30pm 


Bird of the Night: Fuscous Honeyeater 


November 1, 7:30pm 
Bird of the Night: White-fronted Chat 


December 6, 7:30pm 
Bird of the Night: Willie Wace 
Supper 


The usual arrangements fone supper are as 
follows: members either bring a plate or 
pay $1 for supper. This small amount is 
used by the treasurer to reimburse members 
who purchase essential supper supplies. 


Mr & Mrs R Allen 
20 Houston St 
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